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Why International Project Qualification?

We live in the digital era, an information-rich society in which
young people need the skills and dispositions to think
critically and creatively. Thinking critically will enable
learners to identify, analyse and evaluate situations, ideas
and information. Thinking creatively will enable learners to
solve new problems and approach new challenges.

The Cambridge International Project  Qualification
(Cambridge IPQ) is a brand new standalone qualification,
designed to provide an opportunity for learners to develop
these skills and dispositions by carrying out research into a
topic of their choice linked to their AS or A Level studies.
Through completing this qualification young people will gain
the confidence to successfully navigate the opportunities
and challenges of the digital era.

Studying for the Cambridge IPQ allows learmners to
demonstrate engagement with their chosen topic beyond
preparation for an exam. Academic evidence suggests that
this sort of deeper engagement will help develop their
?bility to learn and foster the strategies to be lifelong
earners.

This syllabus builds on the higher-order thinking skills of
analysis, evaluation and synthesis but also focuses on
developing learners' research, reflection and
communication skills.

Learners are égiven the opportunity to cross academic
boundaries and think in innovative ways. They will explore
different approaches to solve problems and issues they
face during the research process. By constructing an
appropriate question, undertaking a literature review and
designing and carrying out a research project, learners will
gain the confidence to take intellectual risks and will be
better placed to make a successful transition to higher
education, employment and lifelong learning.

They do this in consultation with their teacher who will
support them in;

« identifying a suitable research topic

» devising and developing an appropriate research
question

« planning and carrying out the research, including
undertaking a literature review

« identifying and using appropriate research methods

» writing a 5000 word report

e usSing appropriate  academic  conventions  for
resentation of the report

» keeping track of their progress through the use of a
research log.
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Course Overview
Aims

The aims describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus. The aims are to enable students to
develop:
» aresearch project on a topic of their own choice, reflecting their academic interests
an understanding of the research process and appropriate research skills
a critical approach to sources of information
a reflective approach to learning and research
independence and confidence, preparing them for study in higher education and/or future career
development
» improved skills of planning, research, reflection, analysis, evaluation and communication.

A skills-based approach

Learners build on their work in Cambridge International AS Level and A levels through carrying out research
into an academic topic of their choice. This is a skills-based subject and the syllabus has no indicative content.
Learners begin from the point of a general awareness of the issues involved in setting up a research
proposal, identifying an appropriate question and undertaking a literature review.

The syllabus enables learners to develop and apply practical skills in research including the use of
appropriate research methods, but it also seeks to develop skills in critical thinking, reasoning and those
needed to manage a research project over a sustained period of time. Importantly, it seeks to deepen and
broaden the academic experience by engaging learners in carrying out a piece of research into a topic they
themselves have chosen. The Cambridge IPQ is based on the premise that developing skills of independent
inquiry will help learners, both in their current development and in their preparation

Assessment

Research Project Candidates complete a research project on a topic of their own choice.

Candidates devise and develop a research question and then conduct research to answer this question. They
record their progress in a research log and write a research report which is submitted to Cambridge and marked
by them.

The research report must not exceed 5000 words,

What educators say

‘Adopting these programmes reflects our strong belief that setting high academic standards and developing our
students as independent thinkers creates a greater opportunity of future success in college and in their careers.
Ann Clark, Superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, North Carolina, USA

‘What was most relevant to me as an educator was that | could see the value of doing this and how helpful it
would be for students when they start their further studies at university.” Timothy Lam, 2nd in Science, Lead
Teacher of Chemistry, Extended Project Coordinator, Dulwich International High School Suzhou, China
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